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Education is essentially constructive, and requires
some positive conception of what constitutes a good
life. And although liberty is to be respected in
education as much as is compatible with instruction,
and although a very great deal more liberty than is
customary can be allowed without loss to instruction,
yet it is clear that some departure from complete
liberty is unavoidable if children are to be taught
anything, except in the case of unusually intelligent
children who are kept isolated from more normal
companions. This is one reason for the great respon-
sibility which rests upon teachers: the children
must, necessarily, be more or less at the mercy of
their elSers, and cannot make themselves the guardians
of their own interests. Authority in education is
to some extent unavoidable, and those who educate
have to find a way of exercising authority in accord-
ance with the spirit of liberty.

Where authority is unavoidable, what is needed
is reverence. A man who is to educate really well,
and is to make the young grow and develop into
their full stature, must be filled through and through
with the spirit of reverence. It is reverence towards
others that is lacking in those who advocate machine*
made cast-iron systems : militarism, capitalism, Fabian
scientific organization, and all the other prisons <*
into which reformers and reactionaries try to force
the human spirit. In education, with its codes of
rules emanating from, a Government office, its large
classes and fixed curriculum and overworked teachers,
its determination to produce a dead level of glib
mediocrity, the lack of reverence for the child is all
but universal. Reverence requires imagination and
vital warmth; it requires most imagination in respect